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Message from the General Chairs 
 

Welcome to the 2026 Network and Distributed System Security (NDSS) Symposium! 
 
This year, the organizing and technical program committees have put together an 
exceptional program featuring 265 papers, two distinguished keynotes—Dan Wallach, 
Program Manager at DARPA/I2O, and William Enck, Professor at North Carolina State 
University—along with a poster session showcasing 41 posters and ten co-hosted 
events. 
  
A program of this scale would not be possible without the dedication of numerous 
volunteers, and we extend our deepest gratitude to them. 
  
First, we thank our Technical Program Committee Co-Chairs, Hamed Okhravi and Ivan 
Martinovic, for curating an outstanding technical program. NDSS 2026 had two 
submission cycles, and we appreciate the program committee members and external 
reviewers for their meticulous work in reviewing submissions, guiding authors through 
revisions, and selecting the best papers for presentation. 
  
Second, we are grateful to Mathy Vanhoef and Daniele Antonioli for leading the artifact 
evaluation initiative, which evaluated 114 artifacts. We also extend huge thanks to 
Mridula Singh and Hyungsub Kim, our publications chairs, for ensuring the collection 
and timely publication of camera-ready papers. 
  
Additionally, we appreciate Sébastien Bardin and Christophe Hauser for organizing an 
impressive set of co-located events this year, including: 

1. Security and Privacy of Next-Generation Networks (FutureG) 
2. Attack Provenance, Reasoning, and Investigation for Security in the Monitored 

Environment (PRISM) 
3. Security and Privacy in Standardized IoT (SDIoTSec) 
4. Security of Space and Satellite Systems (SpaceSec) 
5. SOC Operations and Construction (WOSOC) 
6. Binary Analysis Research (BAR) 
7. Fuzzing Workshop (FUZZING) 
8. LLM Assisted Security and Trust Exploitation (LAST-X) 
9. Measurements, Attacks, and Defenses for the Web (MADWeb) 
10. Usable Security and Privacy (USEC) 

  
We also extend our thanks to Kaushal Kafle and Muslum Ozgur Ozmen for coordinating 
a fantastic poster session, and for organizing the Best Poster Awards. Special 
appreciation goes to Dan Lin and her team for reviewing student fellowship 
applications—this year, 20 students received NDSS fellowships and travel support. 
  
Further thanks to Yue Xiao, our publicity chair. We also acknowledge the NDSS 
Steering Group led by Yongdae Kim for their guidance and active participation in 
making this symposium a success. 
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Acknowledging Our Sponsors 
NDSS is made possible through the generous support of our sponsors. We extend our 
gratitude to: 
  

Gold Sponsors TikTok and Ericsson; Silver Sponsors Ant Group, Google, FutureWei 
Technologies, and Palo Alto Networks; Bronze Sponsor Qualcomm; and our lanyard 
sponsor CISPA. Palo Alto Networks also sponsored Best Paper awards for the 
MADWeb and PRISM workshops.   

 
Thank You to ISOC & AMS 
NDSS would not happen without the invaluable support of the ISOC team—Raquel 
Kroich, Sally Harvey, Robin Wilton, Robbie Mitchell, and Ivana Trbovic. We sincerely 
appreciate the Internet Society’s continued support of NDSS, as well as the Association 
Management Solutions (AMS) staff for their ongoing efforts in managing this event. 
  
And Finally, Thank You! 
Most importantly, thank you to all of you—our participants! NDSS exists because of 
your contributions. Whether you are submitting and presenting papers and posters, 
attending sessions, or engaging in discussions, your participation strengthens our 
community in network and distributed system security. 
  
We hope you enjoy NDSS 2026! 
  

Heng Yin and Mauro Conti 
General Chairs, NDSS 2026 
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Message from the Program Committee Co-Chairs 
  
We are pleased to present the technical program of the 2026 Network and Distributed 
System Security (NDSS) Symposium, held in person from February 23 to 28, 2026. Now in 
its 34th edition and organized by the Internet Society (ISOC) since its inception, NDSS has 
established itself as a ptop-tier venue for cybersecurity research, with a particular focus on 
network and systems security. The symposium emphasizes practical, impactful solutions, 
making it highly relevant to both academia and industry.  
  
Cybersecurity continues to evolve rapidly, reflected in the strong engagement from the 
research community this year. A total of 1,481 submissions entered the review process 
across two submission cycles, excluding papers that were out of scope or did not meet 
submission guidelines. Submissions were evaluated based on technical quality, novelty, 
and significance. Each cycle involved two rounds of review, with additional reviews when 
necessary, and oversight by the Ethics Review Board where applicable. Papers receiving 
two clearly negative reviews were rejected after the first round, while the remainder 
advanced to the second round. Most papers in the second round received four or more 
reviews, with others receiving at least three. 
  
We would like to extend our sincere thanks to the PC members and external reviewers. 
The task of the PC members was substantial as we asked them to contribute significant 
time and effort in the expert selection of papers. 167 experts accepted our invitation to join 
the NDSS ’25 Technical Program Committee, 119 of whom participated in both review 
cycles. The PC members wrote up to 10 reviews in the Summer Cycle and up to 18 
reviews in the Fall cycle. In addition, they participated in the online PC discussion, in the 
interactive discussion phase with the authors, and many served as shepherds for minor 
revisions or discussion leads for major revisions (where the revisions were reassessed by 
all reviewers). We would like to express our sincere gratitude to them - without their 
service NDSS would not be possible. We also extend our thanks to the members of the 
Artifact Evaluation Committee who each assessed three or more artifacts.  
 
We worked to ensure that the review process was both rigorous and constructive. Authors 
benefited from a rebuttal phase and interactive discussions, and Program Committee (PC) 
members were encouraged to highlight strengths and provide actionable feedback. In total, 
265 papers were accepted to the program, corresponding to an acceptance rate of 
17.89%. Among these, 142 papers were accepted after major revisions. Of the accepted 
papers, 114 submitted artifacts for evaluation; 112, 97, and 70 received the Available, 
Functional, and Reproduced badges, respectively. 
 
This year, we placed particular emphasis on improving the scalability, integrity, and ethical 
rigor of the review process, as well as addressing the growing role of generative AI. To 
support these goals, we introduced five key initiatives: humane reviewing practices 
(ensuring that the review process allows sufficient time while avoiding deadlines on 
weekends and major holidays), the introduction of the role of Associate Chair, expansion 
of specialized subcommittees (for ethics, awards, and topic vetting), a submission cap of 
six papers per cycle, and an optional presentation model. 
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We extend our sincere thanks to the Associate Chairs (Amir Houmansadr, Aravind 
Machiry, Awais Rashid, Brendan Saltaformaggio, Ghassan Karame, Kevin Butler, Nader 
Sehatbakhsh, Nathan Burow, Selcuk Uluagac, and William Robertson), whose 
professionalism was instrumental in maintaining the highest standards of the review 
process. We are also deeply grateful to the PC members and external reviewers. Serving 
on the PC required significant commitment: 274 experts joined the NDSS ’26 Technical 
Program Committee, 204 of whom participated in both cycles. PC members contributed up 
to 10 reviews in the Summer cycle and up to 12 in the Fall cycle, in addition to engaging in 
discussions, interacting with authors, and serving as shepherds or discussion leads. NDSS 
would not be possible without their dedication. 
 
We also thank the Artifact Evaluation Committee for their careful assessments, as well as 
the members of the Ethics Review Board, Topic Concern Subcommittee, and Best Paper 
Award Subcommittee for their essential contributions. 
 
Organizing a conference of this scale is a substantial effort, and we are grateful to all who 
contributed. We would like to highlight a few individuals in particular. Heng Yin and Mauro 
Conti, as Organization Committee Chairs, provided invaluable guidance throughout the 
process. Steering Committee Chair Yongdae Kim offered critical oversight and support on 
key decisions. Robin Wilton played a vital coordinating role across the Program 
Committee, Organizing Committee, and ISOC. From ISOC and AMS, Ivana Trbovic, 
Jennifer Higgins, and Gabby Croghan provided excellent operational support. Artifact 
Evaluation Co-Chairs Mathy Vanhoef and Daniele Antonioli led the artifact evaluation 
process with exceptional care, reinforcing its importance within NDSS. Finally, Mridula 
Singh and Hyungsub Kim expertly managed the production of the proceedings. It has been 
a privilege to work with all of you. 
  
Finally, we thank all authors who submitted to NDSS 2025 and all attendees who are 
joining us in person—without you, NDSS would not be possible. We also thank the 
selected presenters for joining us online; we are sorry you could not make it in person for 
reasons beyond your control.  
 
We thank all authors who submitted their work to NDSS 2026 and all attendees joining us 
in person. We also acknowledge those authors who opted not to present and regret that 
they could not attend. 
 
We hope you enjoy the conference! 
 
 

Hamed Okhravi and Ivan Martinovic 
Program Committee Co-Chairs, NDSS 2026  
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Message from the Internet Society 
 
The Internet Society is once again delighted to host the Network and Distributed System 
Security (NDSS) Symposium in 2026, continuing our decades-long commitment to 
research at the leading edge of cybersecurity. Thanks to the breadth and quality of your 
research, the Symposium remains in the top three global cybersecurity conferences. 
The leadership you demonstrate in your fields of study supports the Internet Society in 
its mission of creating an Internet that is open, globally-connected, secure, and 
trustworthy, for everyone. Thank you. 
 
For NDSS, 2026 was yet another year of new records. Paper submissions increased yet 
again, from around 1300 last year to almost 1600 this year. The Committee Chairs 
responded with dedication and creativity, recruiting over 260 reviewers and introducing 
a new layer of 10 Associate Chairs, to turn all those papers into this week’s coherent 
and compelling program. 
 
With so many submissions, a 3-day Symposium would not have been long enough, 
even with the four tracks we now have. Therefore, for the first time, the Committees 
offered the option of having papers included in the proceedings without presentation. As 
a result, we have 265 accepted papers, of which almost 200 will be presented. This 
year we will also run a record 10 full-day workshops, on the Monday and Friday of 
NDSS week, which means that the full proceedings for NDSS 2026 will be well over 300 
papers.  
 
As ever, with an acceptance rate of under 17%, competition to present at NDSS 2026 
was fierce: congratulations to the researchers who will showcase their work at the 
symposium. This is an incredible achievement, and we at the Internet Society are 
already working to curate your research, publicize it to a global audience, and use it in 
our advocacy work for a secure, trustworthy Internet. 
 
None of this could happen without the hard work of General Co-Chairs Heng Yin and 
Mauro Conti, Program Committee Co-Chairs Hamed Okhravi and Ivan Martinovic, and 
the Organizing and Program Committee members who have invested countless hours 
to review papers and posters, evaluate research artifacts, publish the proceedings, 
organize co-located sessions, and help us develop the student support program into a 
fully-fledged Internet Society NDSS Fellowship. This is volunteer effort on a massive 
scale, and we recognize and applaud everyone who contributes, year on year. 
 
In addition to welcoming this year’s two symposium keynote speakers, Prof. Dan 
Wallach (DARPA) and Prof. William Enck (North Carolina State University), we also 
want to commend Stephen Smalley and Robert Craig, whose 2013 paper on mandatory 
access control (MAC) for Android won the NDSS Symposium’s Test of Time award for 
2026. There are few better indicators of the quality of NDSS research than to see one of 
its papers still shaping the cybersecurity world, over a decade after publication. 
 
Finally, I want to thank all the sponsors without whom this event would not be possible. 
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This includes our Gold Sponsors TikTok and Ericsson; Silver Sponsors Ant Group, 
Google, FutureWei and Palo Alto Networks; Bronze Sponsor Qualcomm; and our 
Lanyard Sponsor CISPA. Palo Alto Networks have also kindly sponsored Best Paper 
awards for MADWeb, and for a workshop making its debut at NDSS this year, PRISM.  
 
Please make the most of your time here with us at NDSS: learn, network, socialize and 
develop. But above all, enjoy this opportunity to spend time with like-minded 
researchers from across the world. NDSS is a global conference: when we talk to each 
other and exchange ideas, it benefits us all. 
 

Sally Wentworth 
President and CEO, Internet Society
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